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F i t

interactive video & sound installation, 5 x 9 m (15 x 18 ft)
Don Ritter, 1993
web page and online video: http://aesthetic-machinery.com/fit.html

 
When a viewer moves in front of the projection and into the spotlight, the video projection of 
the aerobics instructor begins exercising to music. If a viewer stops moving, the instructor 
also stops exercising. If a viewer exercises non-stop, the music and the instructor’s 
exercising will increase in tempo until an absurdly fast level is reached. Although the aerobics 
instructor is technically controlled by the physical motion of audiences, viewers discover 
that they are psychologically controlled by the instructor as they feel compelled to exercise 
progressively faster.

exhibitions of Fit
Academy of Fine Arts, Krakow, Poland. 2008
Taipei Gallery, New York, USA. 1999-2000
New York Coliseum, New York, USA. 1997
Pratt Institute, New York, USA. 1997
SAM Museum, Osaka, Japan.  1994-95
Images du Futur, Montréal, Canada. 1993
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Festival International Musique Actuelle Victoriaville, Quebec, Canada. 1990

Stithy, video-sound installation using Orpheus, 10x10 m 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
     Center for Advanced Visual Studies. Don Ritter, 1988
web page: https://www.aesthetic-machinery.com/stithy.html 

Oh toi qui vis là-bas! Orpheus performance, interactive video controlled by improvised singing
Don Ritter: video    Geneviève Letarte: text and voice    Michel F. Côté: percussion
Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, 1994         documentary video: https://vimeo.com/38229752

festival program 1990: Festival International Musique  Actuelle 
Victoriaville, Canada. performance with George E. Lewis 

O r p h e u s

interactive software for controlling video though live music, sound or sensors 
written by Don Ritter, 1988-1996

Orpheus is an interactive software used in most of Ritter video-sound performances 
and installations between 1988 and 1996. He began writing the software in 1988 during 
his graduate studies at the MIT Media Lab in Cambridge, MA, and he continued its 
development until 1996. Orpheus provides real-time control of full-screen digital video 
through live and recorded music or sensors. The software used machine learning to 
designate real-time correlations between certain musical parameters, video sequences 
and visual effects. Trombonist George E. Lewis (NYC) and Ritter presented 20 video-
music performances using Orpheus at international venues between 1988 and 1990, 
including New Music America 89 (NYC), Art Institute of Chicago, The Verona Jazz 
Festival (Italy), FIMAV (Victoriaville, QC), MIT Media Lab (Boston), Alternative Museum 
(NYC), A Space (Toronto) and The Kitchen (NYC). Their work is documented in the film, 
On The Edge: Improvisation in Music (1992), produced by Channel 4, London, UK 
			 
Orpheus performance video with George E. Lewis, 1989: https://vimeo.com/366649431
Orpheus demo video, 1993: https://vimeo.com/14206244 

selected writings about Orpheus
Rowe, Robert. (1993) Interactive Music Systems: 
  Machine Listening and Composing. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. p.90-91.
   http://www.aesthetic-machinery.com/documents/Orpheus_Rowe.pdf

Ritter, Don (2013) “A Flexible Approach For Synchronizing Video
  With Live Music.” in Live Visuals, Leonardo Electronic Almanac,
  MIT Press,  Vol 19, No 3. p. 30-43.
  http://www.aesthetic-machinery.com/documents/Ritter_flexible_approach_2013.pdf 

Prix Ars Electronica Honourary Recognition  for Orpheus
           interactive art category, Linz, Austria. 1991
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George Lewis and Don Ritter, 1990

selected interactive video-music performances by Ritter and Lewis  
Art Institute of Chicago, USA. 1990
Verona Jazz Festival, Verona, Italy. 1990
The Kitchen, New York City, USA. 1990
Festival International Musique Actuelle Victoriaville, Victoriaville, Canada. 1990
Computer Music Festival, Seattle, USA. 1990
A Space, Toronto, Canada. 1990
New Music America 1989, New York City, USA. 1989 
Alternative Museum, New York City, USA. 1989
Media Lab/MIT, Cambridge, USA. 1988

Between 1988 and 1990, musician George Lewis and Ritter presented 
over 20 interactive video performances controlled by Lewis’ improvised 
trombone playing.Orpheus is an interactive video sequencing software 
providing real time control and synchronization of digital video with any form 
of live or sequenced music. The intelligent music listener within the software 
permits interactive control of video using a real time music categorization 
according to pitch, loudness, note duration, rest length and tempo. 

Don Ritter, interactive video performance using Orpheus, Art Institute of Chicago, 1990

video frame from Andsum interactive video performance, New Music America 1989, NYC
video documentation: https://www.aesthetic-machinery.com/andsum.html

I n t e r a c t i v e  v i d e o - m u s i c  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h  G e o r g e  L e w i s
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       Ritter’s studio, Berlin, 2008


